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In the morning. Throughout our conversation he 
sat' in an armchair, sipping tea from a green 
ceramic mug. More tea bubbled softly on a tiny 
electric burner in the cornerv Except for a small ‘ 
gesture of one hand or ah occasional tightening ^ 
of the voices Oswald's manner ' was unemphatic. j 
His words seemed chosen to rule out even a hint" 
of emotion. Yet in the notes I made as we talked 
I find, years later, the repeated marginal reminder j 
to myself; "He's bitter." \ J ‘ , ' ■ ' ' V ' " 

In spite of his conventional appearance, I found 
Oswald, from the outset, extraordinary. From ex- ; 
pericnce I knew just how formidable the long ‘ 
trip from the United States to Moscow can be,.' 
even if the traveler has money and a command 
of the Russian language. Here was a boy of twenty 
who, with only the money he had been able to 
save in has than three year3 as a Marine Corps 
private, had come six thousand miles" with no 
thought but to live out his life in a country ho 
had never seen, whose language ha knew only 
slightly, and whose people he knew not at alL It 
was, I thought, a remarkable act of courage or 



'■sfh&b a long, private interview reyealet 
■ £4 one reporter \ about ■ the- troubled. 
^pcrsonaMy- r of. k President Kennedy* &- 

:c&?used ‘assassin^ ^ &■-<& 



• his desire to” defect to. Russia. With hi#,; 

v’f rather pleasant features and his dark flannel 

the young man looked like any of.* dozen ; 

hoys I had known back home. Km. name. 
L*e Harvey Oswald. ,.V 

h.id sought him out a few. hours earlier. on.,, 
advice of an American colleague in' Moscow.’ 
•>* A hay named Oswald was staying at my hotel, the 
m y friend remarked casually. He waa. ( 
^ <H^ry at everything American and impatient to , 
tecosw a Soviet citizen. “He won't talk to any of 
"si*** my "colleague added, suggesting that, 'as a' 
,:;*^«r*an, I might have better luck. ; . r .$ •“ •■■■ ; *>«}** 
American defector .was always good copy* 
f ‘|: ' .f*v? a reporter in Moscow, and I had knocked,^ 

; f rather timidly, at Oswald’s room late; that, afterr.- 
After what I had been told,-! fully expected 



I was touched by something homemade about 
him: the way he had tried, as he told me, to teach 
hTmseJf Russian alone at night in his Marine Corps ^ 
barracks, using a Berlitz grammar; and how he had 
been reading" economics on his own ever since he 
frad discovered Marx's Das Karpiici at the age of 
fifteen. I saw him a s' a little kjst boy and. as «ach' 
boys often are, rather lonely and proud. -■ ' f 



“v'-Wll. 

>l-, co turned away. Instead the young man who 
<vtk-rwd the door readily assented to an Interview/' 
via promised with a smile that ha would be at my . 
Twn at nine o’clock In the evening. .,' /’ i-". 

'r ’ He came at nine and stayed until two or three 
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